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Abu’l Qasim Firdausi (940-1020)
Shahnameh (Book of Kings)

DCISl’IC]n

A roar arose fr’om l)OH’I armies—l(ace iO {OCQ ”19[] were

Tllel] ITIOVG(J as ”’IOUqh in unison fO each engage J[Iw OH]GP
NO{’ a ﬂq COI.IICl It pass H’IPOUql'I SUCl’I a HWPan O{ men
\SO illlCL were G” ille Spears anc] SWOPCIS oncl maces ”"Iel‘l

Tl]e WOI”IC] C]POUnCI ihem seem’c] |II<€ ina draqon,s iPOp

The sky above as if weighed down and earth did overlap
On the Persian right side stood, Giv and brave Goudarz
In front of all the Priests and all the Border Guards
On the left flank Ashkash was, he of sharpened claw
To unleash a bloody sea upon the field before

These men were led by Fariborz, son of Kavus King
Theie standard rais’d up for resolve to the apmy bring
Fariborz addressed his host, and this is how he spoke:
“The art of war is hidden deep within our folk

Like lions we shall fight, to battle we shall go

We shall vid the world of cur wicked foe

In you | have full confidence we shall disgrace avoid

I{ sfreanh and IDPC]VQP[] are in our l\earfs a"oqec].”

The sky above was then filled with arrows flying true
Like the autumn rain that falls upon the trees and theu’
The air as if ' were filled with frightful screeching hawks
The earth trod flat by elephants, wherever they did walk
This was no place for a dove to spread its wings and fly
Amid the hue and clash of arms and the battle cry
Their banner shone up high, a diamond sword so bright
It danced about upon the breeze like a flam’ed light
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