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Abu’l Qasim Firdausi (940-1020)
Shahnameh (Book of Kings)

Kai Kavus

He made a throne from aloe wood,

The joints were sealed with gold.

By the sides long spears were stood,

To a design most bold.

Onto each blade was lamb meat speared,
His thoughts were quite his own.

Then ordered he four eagles feared,
And bound them to the throne.

Upon this throne, King Kavus sat, *
Under the spirit’s spell. *

The hungry birds their wings did flap,

To reach what they could smell.

They raised the throne above the ground,
And up into the sky.

For all the time their strength was sound,
They kept on flying high.

Kavus hoped he would find up there,
The Kingdom most hallowed.
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This siorq is told in many ways
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Transcription, and translation® 2025 by Maison Nazanin®
*Thesetwo lines are missing fromthe painting



