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Abu’l Qasim Firdausi (940-1020)
Shahnameh (Book of Kings)

CPown of Iinniz

In that ploce there fouth none so brave or bold
As did the Kinq’s own son—qou’rHul, and extolled

Scion of old Kavus, King of great domain

Three noble men were slain, on that bright fair plain
Prince Rivniz this day fell, as did Siyavash

Was any a valiant deed, e’er so great as this ?

One so young as he was, crown ed and with sword

HiS {OGS upon l'llm qGZQCI, ancl were SUPQll’ C]WGCI,

“If from this battlefield, | were to take my leave
Ovur ranks were bound to fail, and Persia face defeat
Nor can our voy | helm be allowed to fall

Into the cruel hands of the Turan hoard

It would be a double blow, too shameful to endure
To lose both a Persian crown and a Royal heir”
So said Giv when he heard this most greivous news
Proud Piran, he in shock, stayed the Turan sword
But then to the battle forward there now came,
From out the Persian lines, a warrior of fame

The fight resumed again: countless troops cut down
The Turans they did waver, in the bloody throng
Leaping like a lion, brave Bahram sprang he forth
With his lance in hand, he launched a fierce assault
On his very spear-tip, he seiz'ed back the crown

BO”’I armies SiOO(J amazecl (]i a {E(Ji O{ SuCl’l renown

And so the fight went on, and night began fo fall
They hit cach other fiercely, with blows upon them all
Even in the twilight, still they fought on hard.

Unfil they stopped and stared, blindly in the dark.
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